
Dear Friends of Africa, Iune,202l

The political scene in Tanzania today is in a stage of slow evolution and a lot of the dirty
laundry from the former administration is being aired openly now so we hope for more
transparency, with lucid and rational approaches to national issues like Covid - 19 at the top of
the agenda. Days of prayer and herbal concoctions are not now featured in directives from the
President's Office at the State House. The scores of fatalities which occurred among the
mourners at the presidential funeral ceremonies were appalling. Even a mother of one of our
local families was among those who died being trampled and crushed amid the surging mobs of
curious onlookers at the burial ceremonies.

Life goes on at Mazinde Juu and our school at Kongei. Our workers are busily occupied
with repairs and renovations of the buildings. In an ongoing task of care maintenance and
innovation, not only of the material strucfures to have over a thousand teenaged boarders
praperly hqusqd* aud thgn alsq to have them_&luqqd q! the tasks of the learning, they need to
keep them for the rest of their lives. This is the momentous and essential task of education.

These days there are frequent newspaper reports of elephants invading the farmland of the
local residents and often there are sad commentaries of fatal encounters of villagers and the
hungry, big gray beasts. One very unusual and unique report was of a rash young fellow on a
motorcycle pulling the tail of an elephant that was not amused by the little trick and dealt a

deadly blow to the unwary motorcyclist. The villagers claim the elephant population is ever
increasing and the environmentalists are lamenting the losses of almost every species of wildlife
by poachers and the extermination of their natural habitats through human invasion in the
wildlife reserves.

Not long after my arrival in Tanganyika in 1960 we witnessed the arrival of members of
President Kennedy's newly minted Peace Corps. I must admit that my first encounter with these
young men and women was favorable indeed. The first Peace Corps members I happened to
meet were engineers busy with constructing a road along the Southern Tanzaria border with
Mozambique. Although I had already been in the country for a year and a half I was surprised
and impressed by their proficiency in speaking Swahili. Their zeal in learning Swahili was
revealed to me in seeing them busily jotting down on little note pads or even match boxes the
Swahili words they were adding to their vocabularies.

It was many years later in the 1990's while Sister Christa Kimashi, the Headmistress of
Kongei Secondary school that we renewed our connection with the Peace Corps. Over the years
there were 5 dedicated volunteers who came as teachers in our own secondary school at Kongei,
a little village some 20 kilometers, distant from Mazinde Juu. Each of these energetic young
people left a living legacy in Africa by their dedication and their teaching at Kongei. For all five
it was not just their dedication as teacher in the course subjects but in their overall desire to gift
something more than just their teaching. For one named James Allen, when he saw the school
had not yet got around to building alibrary, he rallied support from friends and benefactors in the
States and left a fully functioning library when he departed for his home in the States. His
African fellow teachers in this project were Mr. Shemweta and Mr. Kihiyo, who were also
Kongei teachers. Not to be outdone by that endeavor, James, along with two other African
teachers, Mr. Shembilu and Mr. Mahonge got a group of students who were able and interested
in climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. They put together a program to train their students during their



sports periods and after months of practice they were fit mentally and physically to go to the top
of Africa's highest mountain. All of them made it and left school with a conviction that most
things in life are physically and mentally possible with enough determination and practice.
Another Peace Corps volunteer, Andrew Clark was a Math teacher for two years and had his
students in the first and second year of his tour of duty in Kongei. When his tour was over and he
prepared for his return to the States his students implored him to stay until they had finished their
4th year. However an extension of his contract was not possible but he promised that he would
return to be present at their graduation in two years time. Andrew was true to his word and not
only attended the graduation of his o'girls", but brought his father along to witness the moving
event of the 4th year graduation of his son's African students. And true to the dedication of his
son Andrew to his students, Doug Clark, the father of Andrew, promised to contribute
substantially to the future of Kongei himself and whoever he could convince of the worthwhile
endeavors in the education of African girls. He and his dedicated associates have contributed to
the support and education of African girls for the past 15 years and are still active in the life
work at Kongei shining like the hrdependence torch buming brightly on the top of Kilimanjaro.
I would like to add some further information about the Kongei Peace Corps teachers which
might be of special interest for our English readers. l. James Alan Thomas (Peace Corps 1998-
2000), with the help of two African teachers, Shemweta and Kihiyo were the Library builders.
James Allen with two African teachers David Shemhilu and Mahonge did the Kilimanjaro climb.
2. Michael Marshal (Peace Corps, 2000-2001) 3.Andrew Clark, (2006-2001) Teacher of Form I
and 2, Returned for the graduation of his students in 2009. Andrew's father, Doug, founder of
"Smart Girls Tanzanid'. Randee Edmundson (Peace Corps 2007-2009) John Edmundson (2007-
2009). May the Good Lord bless you all for your generosity and care of little ones of the Lord.

Sincerely, Father Damian
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